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CALI FORN IA MIN I NG REV I E W, 1 958 
After seven years of continuous rise, the total 

value of mineral production in California declined 
about 12 percent in 1958. The estimated value for 
1958 is $1,451,000,000, compared with $1.652,000,000 
for 1957. The quantity and value of production for 
all commodity groups , metals , non-metals, and fuels , 
was less during the year. A few commodities within 
the metals group opposed the downward trend, namely: 
gold , manganese , mercury, molybdenum and.. rare earths. 
The production of nonmetallic minerals generally de
clined but some commodities in this group are ex
pected to register a slight increase, namely: bari te , 
cement, diatomite and gypsum. The production and 
value of all fuels were below 1957 marks. 

Fuels 
Petroleum production dropped for the fifth con

secutive year. The price paid for crude oil was 

lowered several times during the year , accentuating 
the decline in the dollar value of this product com
pared with 1957 (a year of price stability) . A de
cline of 7 percent in petroleum production and 13 
percent in value is estimated compared to the pre
vious year . The production of natural gas and nat
ural gas liquids also declined in quantity and val
ue. 

Metals 
The value of production in the metals group was 

14 percent below 1957 owing chiefly to lower output 
of iron ore , tungsten concentrates and chromi te o The 
general curtailment of business activity was accom
panied by a slackened demand for steel and a conse
quent drop in iron ore production to about 80 percent 
of the 1957 level . Most of the iron ore was taken 

A key unit in Kai s er Steel 
Corporation 's current expan
sion program is the Fontana 
steel mill ' s fourth big blast 
furnace . Now nearing comple
tion , the towering furnace 
will supply molten pig iron 
to the plant's s teelmaking 
furnaces . The blast furnaces 
at Fontana are the only fur
naces of this type on the West 
Coast. Photo courtesy Kaiser 
Steel Corporation. ---


	

